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Hello from Jayne! This issue
This month's cover photo

features some of the

Newtown Wildflower Garden

for the Bees team working

on the Albert Street rose

beds.  Please send me your

favourite photos of the area

for inclusion in future

newsletters.

With the sun starting to make

an appearance, do you

have any ideas for your

street or community? I will be

popping up around the area

to share and learn what's

happening locally.  If you

see me do stop for a chat.

Best wishes

Jayne
Jayne Leaver

Newtown & St Leonards
Community Builder’s Update    May/June 2023

I am looking forward to a

weekend of Coronation

celebrations. Polsloe and

Priory Social Club on

Elmside is holding an

event open to all.  Details

on page 3.

Our charity is celebrating

its 30th anniversary!  I

started with ECI as a

children's centre volunteer

back in 2011. More

anniversary details on

page 3.
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Sewing Group Idea

Newtown Wildflower

Garden for the Bees

2

A resident has an idea for a daytime

social sewing group to include

dressmaking and mending.  If this is

something you may be interested in

please contact me.

The team has recently been tidying

the Albert Street rose beds.  The Clifton

Road garden now has blue gromwell,

field scabious, some tiny pink wild

geraniums and two cowslips in bloom.

Residents have moved into the damp

basement of the bug hotel. Thanks to

Judith for the information.

A couple of months ago, I supported a

resident to set up a book group in her

neighbourhood. The group has an

arrangement with Exeter Library to

supply the reading books each month.

One of the group’s first books was The

Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry.

Interestingly, this coincided with the

film release and some of the members

went along to watch the film.

If the idea of a book group appeals to

you, could you hold one in your home

with a few neighbours or even meet in

a (quiet(ish)) public space?  If you

would like to discuss this or another

idea please get in touch.

Book Group

Vegetable Garden

Local resident Stewart recently

showed me the vegetable

garden that he, his mum and

two other residents have worked

hard on. The area was initially

overgrown.   They have planted

a variety of vegetables and fruit

and there's even a seating area.
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Happy 30th Anniversary ECI

Photo: AN Other

3

Help us celebrate Exeter Community

Initiatives’ 30th anniversary by sharing

your story!

Exeter Community Initiatives celebrates

its 30th anniversary in July.  As part of

our celebrations, we’re asking people

to send us their stories, memories and

anecdotes of ECI so we can share

them during our 30th anniversary to

help tell the story of how our charity is

supporting people in Exeter and across

Devon.

Maybe you’ve been on our Transitions

workshops to improve your wellbeing? 

 

Have you learned to fix bikes on our Bike

Bank project or restore furniture on our

Remade project? 

Perhaps you or your children have received

help from our Family Resource project or

your local Community Builder has supported

your neighbourhood to create a

community garden or little library?

Maybe you’re a customer of Jelly, our

children’s charity shop? Or perhaps you’re

a voluntary organisation that’s received

support from our Exeter Connect project? 

We’re also keen to hear stories from former

employees, fundraisers, partner

organisation, funders and volunteers about

why you got involved with ECI and what our

charity means to you.

Simply email your story to info@eci.org.uk or

if you’d prefer to tell us your story over the

phone, call 01392 205800. And if you want

to tell your story but remain anonymous,

please just say so. We look forward to

hearing from you! www.eci.org.uk

SLNA AGM

The Annual General Meeting of the St

Leonards Neighbourhood Association

will be held on Friday 19 May, 7pm at

the Coaver Club, County Hall on

Topsham Road. All welcome.

Coronation Invitation

Polsloe and Priory Social Club on

Elmside is inviting local residents to

come and watch the King’s

Coronation on Saturday 6 May with

family and friends, bring some buffet

nibbles to share and help make it a

party to remember. Doors open at

10am. Non members welcome.

http://www.eci.org.uk/
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Graham's Guitar 

History Discussion  

It was a great afternoon at Faraday

House, Graham kept us entertained

and singing along. We enjoyed songs

by Joe Brown, Donovan, The Animals,

Elvis and lots more.  If you would like

Graham to play for you and your

neighbours, please get in touch with me

and I will pass on your request.  

Photo: AN Other

"Should have gone 

to Specsavers"
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Local resident Jackie Holdstock recently

visited Faraday House to lead a discussion

on local history. It really was such an

interesting event with lots of questions

and sharing of information. One of the

residents told us that there used to be a

girls' school on the site.

Little Valley 

The RSPCA Little Valley Charity Shop

on Sidwell Street is holding a plant sale

on Saturday 20 May from 10am to

4pm or until sold out.  Donations of

plants to the shop on 17 or 18 May

gratefully received. The shop has a

bargain bucket where for 50p you

can pick up a garment to use on a

makeover project. 

I recently joined Faraday House

residents for a darts match. With a

brand new darts board we were off

to a good start.  I do feel that it is

likely to go down in the record

books as the longest game ever

played!  It was such good fun

though with lots of banter such as

the title above.  Practise makes

perfect as they say. 

Star Baker

I spotted these Star Baker aprons and tea towels in the

cancer research charity shop on Sidwell Street recently.

If you are planning a baking competition with friends or

neighbours, these would make fun prizes.

If you would like

to come along

to one of

Graham's

afternoons,

please let me

know.
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Cafe Theatre Company

Listening Post

Local social

opportunities make a

big impact in my life.

They can be the

difference between

isolation and fulfilment.

Listening is an important part

of a Community Builder's

work.  Here's what residents

recently said:

I love our communal

room, it is a great

space to get together.

Meeting up at social

cafes or interest groups

gives structure to your

week especially for

those living alone.

Photo: AN Other

Photo: AN Other
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Exeter Respect Festival

Whenever I ask residents what they love about the area

the Respect Festival usually gets a mention.  This year's

festival is on from 10-11 June at Belmont Park. The times

are Saturday from 11:30am to 7pm and Sunday 11am

until 6pm.  For further information visit the website.

The Café Theatre Company (for people 60+) meets

Fridays, 1pm to 3pm, term time at the Barnfield Theatre.

The group will be working on its usual sketch show

format of devised and written scenes about growing

older. The cost is £6.50 per session including

refreshments. New members are welcome. For more

information, email estelle.buckridge@gmail.com, visit

the Facebook page

https://www.facebook.com/CafeTheatreCompany or

go along to a session. 

Are you looking for a space to hold a weekly class? 

If so, please visit the Newtown Community Association

bookings page

www.newtowncommunity.org.uk/bookings for more

information.  

The NCA is always looking for volunteers to support

the delivery of more community events at the centre.

If you have some free time and would like to get

involved please email Kerrie

manager@newtowncommunity.org.uk

Newtown Community

Association 

It's great to live in a

community within easy

reach of good venues

where one can meet

friends and enjoy their

company.

mailto:estelle.buckridge@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/CafeTheatreCompany
http://www.newtowncommunity.org.uk/bookings
mailto:manager@newtowncommunity.org.uk
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Information and Support
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Defibrillator, Belmont Park

Get Social Useful Contacts

Newtown and St Leonards Community

Newtown Community Association

St Sidwell's Community Centre

The Craft Hub

CB Newtown & St Leonards

Exeter Library

Co-Create

Exeter Scrapstore

Merry Go Round Toy Library

Exeter Library of Things 

Polsloe and Priory Social Club 

In Exeter 

Exeter Seed Bank

Coaver Club

Studio 36

The Baby Room Exeter 

Postive Lights

Maketank

Keep up-to-date by joining these local

Facebook pages and groups.

Talkworks -  Free confidential support

service for over 18s to help improve

mental & physical wellbeing.  Tel: 0300

555 3344 www.talkworks.dpt.nhs.uk

Domestic Violence Splitz Devon

Helpdesk   Tel: 0345 1551074.

Mental Health Mind charity 

The Moorings @ Devon - Out of hours

mental health support for 16+.              

 Tel: 07990 790 920

Andy's Man Club  - Talk through issues

and problems that men face. 

 https://www.facebook.com/AndysMa

nClubExeter

Age UK Exeter Tel: 01392 202092

Care Direct Tel. 0345 1551 007

NHS Health Visitor confidential text

messaging service T. 07520 631 721

Home-Start  - Support for families with

young children: https://www.home-

start.org.uk

      Tel: 0300 123 3393

7

The Defibrillator is now installed and ready to use.  The

Newtown Community Association would like to say a massive

thank you to all who made a donation.  

The association will be hosting a training session soon. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2092306297734164
https://www.facebook.com/NewtownCommunityAssociationCommunityEvents
https://www.facebook.com/StSidscc
https://www.facebook.com/exetercrafthub
https://www.facebook.com/CBNewtownStLeonards
https://www.facebook.com/ExeterLibrary
https://www.facebook.com/cocreateexeter
https://www.facebook.com/ExeterScrapstore
https://www.facebook.com/merrygoroundtoylibraries
https://www.facebook.com/ExeterLoT
https://www.facebook.com/groups/772455723872652
https://www.facebook.com/InExeter
https://www.facebook.com/InExeter
https://www.facebook.com/groups/291311165255163
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100082311342027
https://www.facebook.com/Studio36Exeter
https://www.facebook.com/babyroomexeter
https://www.facebook.com/babyroomexeter
https://www.facebook.com/positivelightprojects
https://www.facebook.com/MaketankExeter
http://www.talkworks.dpt.nhs.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/AndysManClubExeter
https://www.home-start.org.uk/
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Local Food 

Resilience 
Are you part of Exeter's net-zero

community or are you looking to get

involved?  Events are designed to

inspire, create networks and share

knowledge on net-zero projects in the

city - from transport and energy, to

community action and wildlife.  The

next Connect event will be online from

1pm - 2.30pm on 17 May 2023.  

Find more information here:

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/exeter-

city-futures-connect-sustainability-skills-

collective-action-registration-

602510524197

This free event will be held on

Wednesday 10 May from 7pm -

8:15pm, online.  Can you spare an

hour of your evening to discuss the

actions we can take to make local

produce more accessible to

residents in Exeter?

The event will also include an update

on other activities happening

around the topic of local food.

Booking is essential. 

 https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/loc

al-food-resilience-network-tickets-

604987121767

Are you considering becoming a trustee for a local good cause but worried about

what the role requires? Exeter Connect is offering an online zoom workshop Trustee

Roles and Responsibilities on Wednesday 10th of May 2pm - 4pm.   

The workshop is also a refresher and update for existing trustees and a chance to

share your experience.  

The workshop will cost £5pp. For more information please contact:

exeterconnect@eci.org.uk 

Net Zero Event 

Trustee Roles and Responsibilities 

Amazing Plants! - Thursday 25th May 6.30pm - a pre event talk by RHS Horticulturist Chris

Allen. 

Trees and Plants Through Time - Sunday 11th June - a daytime garden event led by RHS

Horticulturalist Chris Allen at the studio on Denmark road.

To stay updated visit the gallery's Facebook page or email gallery36exeter@gmail.com  

Don't forget to email your photos, sketches, paintings and poems to the studio for its

community display board. 

Studio 36 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/exeter-city-futures-connect-sustainability-skills-collective-action-registration-602510524197
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/local-food-resilience-network-tickets-604987121767
mailto:exeterconnect@eci.org.uk
mailto:gallery36exeter@gmail.com
mailto:gallery36exeter@gmail.com
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Each year, Baring Crescent residents

open their garden to the public to raise

funds for Hospiscare.  A plant sale will be

held on Saturday 13 May from 10am to

12 noon.  Garden experts from Bicton

College will be on hand to answer

gardening queries.  

There will also be a pre-loved book stall. 

 

9

I have recently updated the activity

list on the St Leonards Neighbourhood

Association website.

http://www.slna.org.uk/Activities.html

If you are interested in taking a look,

click on the link above and then

select the activities list link.  

If you or someone you know would

like to discover what’s available

locally but are not online, please free

feel to give me (Jayne) a call T. 07933

776210.  

It would be helpful if beforehand, you

jot down or have a think about what

interests you so we can narrow down

the options:  There is a lot going on!

Activity List Tuesdays @Belmont 

Tuesdays @Belmont is a sociable group

of older people who meet at Belmont

Chapel on Western Way every Tuesday,

during term-time, from 10am - 1pm for

friendship, fun, games and food. 

 Activities range from pool, skittles and

carpet bowls to crafts, quizzes and

board games. There is a short ‘table-talk’

session each week providing an

opportunity to discuss the big questions

of life. The group enjoys tea, coffee and

biscuits and finishes the morning with a

freshly prepared two course lunch. 

The cost is £4.  

Please phone Belmont office for more

details T. 01392 258029.

Baring Crescent 

Plant Sale
Would you like to give this sport a try? If

so,  join Exe-Calibre on Sunday 14 May or

11 June on the river from 9.30am to 11am

for a session designed especially for new

paddlers.  

For further information contact:

membership@execalibre.co.uk 

https://www.facebook.com/ExeCalibreD

BC

Dragon Boat Racing

Korfball, similar to netball and basketball is a fast paced, mixed team sport. In play,

korfballers only directly oppose members of their own sex.  The club meets at Exeter

School and Wonford Sports Centre.  You can try the first two sessions for free.  For

further information visit: https://www.facebook.com/exetercitykorfball 

Exeter City Korfball Club

http://www.slna.org.uk/Activities.html
https://www.facebook.com/ExeCalibreDBC
https://www.facebook.com/ExeCalibreDBC
https://www.facebook.com/exetercitykorfball
https://www.facebook.com/exetercitykorfball
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What's on

One of Wellbeing Exeter's Young

People Community Connectors, Felix

Elsen,  is excited to announce the start

of a Samba-Fusion Youth Drumming

Group at the Newtown Community

Centre in Belmont Park. 

This fun and easy to learn drumming

style requires no music experience and

is open to all young people 11-18 years. 

Get in touch!

newtownstleonardscb@eci.org.uk

07933 776210

www.communitybuilders.eci.org.uk

CBNewtownStLeonards

Jayne Leaver
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148 -149 Fore Street, Exeter, EX4 3AN

Registered Charity Number: 1026229

Registered Company Number: 2844870 (England)

Samba-Fusion Youth Drumming

Belmont Chapel, Western Way.  

Second Friday of the month 10am to

12noon.  Crafts, board games. Free.

Newtown Community Association social

cafe, Newtown Community Centre,

Belmont Park, third Friday of the month

from 1.30pm to 3pm.  

Suggested donation £2.

Christadelphian Church, Heavitree Road. 

 Good News Café, 10:30am – 12noon.  

 Donations are welcome to support local

charities. Thursday May 11th & 25th and

June 8th & 22nd.

Coffee Connection, Mount Radford,

informal resident fortnightly meet up.  

May 8th & 22nd and 5 & 19 June.

The group will launch with a FREE TASTER session which will take place on Monday

evening 15th May 6:30 - 8:30pm. Come and have a go and let's jam together! Spaces

are limited and pre-booking will be required. To reserve a space please contact Felix via

email felix.elsen@spacepsm.org or phone/text 07708477021.

Social Cafes 

My colleague Maisaa is organising this

event to raise funds and awareness. 

mailto:newtownstleonardscb@eci.org.uk
http://www.communitybuilders.eci.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/CBNewtownStLeonards
mailto:felix.elsen@spacepsm.org

